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Dr. R. M. Gilbert
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Dies in New York
'While on Vacation

The hody of the Rev. Ralph
Mark Gilbert, who died in New
York Thursday, will arrive in Sa-
vannah temorrow for = funeral
services.

Dr. Gilbert died of a heart at-
tack while on vacation jin New
et York.

p E The body will be accompanied
e | back to Savannah by his wife, Mrs.

A ‘V‘Elorie S. Gilbert, who was with
| | him- at the time of fHis death. Dr.
{ Gilbert; pastor for 16 vears of-the
| | First African Baptist Church, went
{ (to New York earlier this month
and Saturday Mrs. Gilbert left to
join him there for their vacation,
¢ AL RS | When she arrived she found Dr.
PASTOR DIES—The Rey. Ralph| Gilbert had been stricken ill and
Mark Gilbert, pastor of the First|Was in a hospital.
African Baptist 'Church, who| Funeral arrangements; in charge
died ir New York Thursday,|of the Sidnev A. Jones Funeral
while = on  vacation. Funeral Home, have nof been made, but

ser'vices will be held here. {services will be held: next week,

ST 7 | possibly on Tuesday.

Besides ' his. wife, Dr." Gilbert is
survived by two sons, R. - M,
Gilbert, Jr, of South Bend, Ind.,
and William Henry Gilbert of Sa-
vannah, and three daughters, Mrs.
Geneviene R. Reynolds of New-
York city, and Miss' Ruth - A.

Gilbert and Miss Juanita J. Gil-
foert,” both el "Savanmah.™ .

One of the outstanding Nesro
{Baptist ministers ‘of - the country,
{Dr. Gilbert came to Savannah 16
|yveara ago to become pastor of the
(et Afviean Baptist: Chureh and
|only lagt month there was a {hree-
]rla,v service at the church marking
the anniversary of his pastorate,
Several local churches jeined  in
{the celebration. ‘ !

Aside from his pastoral work,
Dr, Gilbert was the author of
several dramas dealing with the
nativity of Christ. On Several oc-
cagions these were presentrtd_ to
capacity houses at the Mum_cmnl'
Auditorium,  with D, Gl}b(}l‘t
taking the part of the Chrlstu.s.‘
Among fais plays were the Ne:r.;r_mc
ipassion play concept, o‘nutlcd,
;“Passion‘ and’ Triumph” and
“Pontiug Pilate.” The plays were
jpresented in other cities also, Dr.
| Gilbert was trained in the drama

|and was said to have heen ‘.“nev
mabions-leading- Negro-immtiersietdsT T
lIn religious drama. \ i

Dr. Gilbert was active in. clvic
{work. He had served as ticad of

{the Negro  divisions for jhe Red
1\Cms_w; and Chathz\.m_—ba\'annah
Tuberculosis  Association cam=

| paigns, conducted the first: cam-

| paign  for the Greenbriar  Chil
Center which he was instrie-,

TR KT

|

| dren's e i i
| mental in organizing, led U_m first
\»\:egm Y.M.C:A, campaign. ‘He was

| opganizer of the Sava‘nn'ah brm}(’h
of the National Association fox the

! Aqvancement of Colored People

|ang he had served as an officer of

ithe Citizens Democratic (,,.u\'w, He |

Way a member of lho_l‘na,\:or s qd—
Viggp¢ committee on Negro' affairs

| during the administration of
| Mayqy John G. Kennedy,



