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The Obituary

“Blessed is the man who makes the Lord his truth . . ."  Pslams 40:4

RICHARD ALLEN LEONARD, SR., was born June 23, 1923, in Marion County,
South Carolina, to tl’w Iate Revemnd Jamus and Connie Davis Leonarc[. On ‘Septeml:ur 23,
1998, }‘ﬁs Ii{e was Drclerucl toa }u'gher rea.lm.

He received his ear]y Christian training and nuturing at Saint James AM.E. Church in

Marion Ccunt:vn

He gradualcxj from Marion County Training School in 1943. Sl'mrtly thereafter, he entered
into the United States Marine Corps, where he received an honorable &ischargu in 1946,

After comp]eting his tour of duty, he enrolled in Clafin Co”ege, Qrangchurg, South Caro-
Iina, an& receivecl a B.A. D:gree. Wl’]ile at Clanin, l'le l:en:ame a meml:ler o[ P})i Beta Sigm.l
Fraternii:y, Inc. It was at this time he met and became engaged to the lcvu]y Sarah Coger of
St. George, South Carolina. They were joined in holy matrimony in December, 1951. To
this union two children were }_Jm, Dianne Lorraine and Richard Allen, II.

Reverend Leonard ASpizurI to the ministry at an uar}y age, which led him to Gammon Theo-
logical Seminary in September, 1949. He graduated in 1952 with a Bachelor of Divinity
(lugrec‘ In 19(32, he earned a Master Of Science ciu;ruu from Soutl'l Carolina State Co”cgu,
Orangcburg. South Carolina. In 1975, the Doctor of Divinity clugret was conferred upon
him ]:y Allen University.

Reverend Leonard was ordained an ltinerant Elder in the African Methodist Episcupa]
Church in 1952 and received his first appointment to Beard Cl‘lﬂPL‘l AM.E. Church, Charles-
ton, South Carolina that same year. Other pasmrial c]}ar;us include Shiloh A.M.E., Charles-
ton, S.C. (18 years), and Greater St. Luke AM.E Cllurc}\, Charlcstun, SC. (7 _\'L'ﬂ;‘:‘-).
In 1971, he was appointed Prusiding Elder of the Edisto District in the South Carelina
Annual Conference. He was appointed Presir]ing Elder of the Kingstree District, Palmetto
Annual Conference in 1988 and served i—aitllfuny until his death.

Reverend Leonard was a member of the 1968, 1976, 1980, 1984, 1988, 1992, and 1996
General Conferences. He served on the General Board of the A.M.E. Church from 1976 -
1980. He served on the Episcopal Committee of the AM.E. Church for the 1984 and
1602 Qua&]runniums. He was a dujcgalu to the World Conference on Methodism in
1981,1986, 1991, and 1996.

His community involvements include the Colleton and Chatleston counties Democratic
Party, Past Master of Sunlight Loclge No. 221, Gemgc Was}xinglon Carver Cousistury No.
162, life member of the NAACP, and associate life member of NCNW and second vice
prusnlunt of the S.C. First Congrcssiunal District Black Caucas.

At the time of his demise, Rev. Leonar?

o

¢ serving as a Council Member of the World
f Allen [,Yniversity in Colum].)ia, S, and

Service in Charleston.

Methodist Council, a Trustee Board

Vqui.‘aSLllL'I ()f tl‘lL‘ Ren:] HUUSL‘ U{ C}",]

Reverend Leonard was an educe’ »r in the puHic schools of Colleton County from 1952 to
1980. He retired as principal of Fuffin Higl'l School. While at Ruffin High, he was cited l)y
both Ebony Magazine and the Education Testing Service of Atlanta, Georgia for his contri-
butions to the intergration of the :_Jul)lic schools. He was the first prusident of the inturgmf_ed
Colleton Cnunty Education “ssociation and chaired the Ethics Committee of the Palmetto
Teachers Association. In 1979, he received the Colleton County Outslanding Educator’s

Award.

Reverend Leonard was a quiet, soft spulwn and (ligni[ied man. As a p{Esiding elder he was
full of innovative ideas and programs for his districts. He was committed and dedicated to
those he served. His visionary ]ea(_lursl'lip has left an indelible imprint on the lives of many
l|1mug|mul the African Methodist Epismpa] Church. His motto was: “I ke so that [ will be
rcud’y to die "

Reverend Leonard's Iifc-iiving left beautiful memories that will always be cherished and
ln.'n.-iuru(l |)y his (iuvutccl wi{c‘ ‘Samh,‘ l}luir two c]lilrlrcn, Dianne Lorraine of Gruutwi”c,
S.C., Richard Allen, 11 (Pamela) of Rock Hill, 3.C., two grandchildren, Richard Allen, 111
and Alyson Nicole; three sisters, Nadene Evans and Marie Leonard hoth of Marion, and
Lena Tarpley of Oakdale, Louisiana; (his twin sister Sarah who preceded him in death) and
one brother, Rev. Romeo Leonard of CD]uml:in; seven b‘istcrs-mvlaw; four I?rotllersviu-law,

nieces, lIL"JllL‘WS and a host n( other l'u]ativt:s and friullt]s
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@The Order of Serdice

REVEREND DR. ALONZO MIDDLETON
Prcsr'dring

DRGAN MEDLEY .o st Organist
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN NO.321— “Jesus Keep Me Near The Cross”
HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 242— “A Charge To Keep I Have”

INVOCATIEON, ivmesnmummnssmsomsasansnsassonmrsssss Reverend George W. Brown

THE: CHORAT, 'CHANT s Greater St. Luke Choir

SELECTION ...uvvvireeeresnrereeneesimiissnsesssssimsnseaesesssnsnnenns Greater St. Luke Choir
THE SACRED WORD
The OId Testament—The 90th Psalm .................. Reverend John Gillison
The Epistle—I1 Timothyde5:8 wmiaimii Reverend John Randolph
The Gospel——Maltlww . i (L - . Reverend Levern Stevenson
THE GLORIA: PATRL: e Greater St. Luke Choir
REFLECTIONS:
Clang T eadet e Brother ]ulm Alcxan&er, Class No. 36-A
Pastoral Tribute .oooooiviiieeiciieciccc Reverend Remus ]'larper, Jr.
Presiding Elders’ Council ..o Reverend Alonzo Middleton
Palmetto Annual Conference ..ccouciviviviiiniiniivninnnnn Reverend L. M. Seward
Kingstree District ..cmmmnmammmunmmasniig Reverend Thomas Myers
SOEE o TR A S ST Mrs. Delores S, Jenlains
REFLECTIONS:
General Officer ....ccovvnivvicriaiiiieieinann, Reverend Dr. Alonzo W. Holman
Physician and Friend oveoveeeoroe oo eeeeeeeeeeeeevees e Dr. Alan Rashford
FARRII ensonensmnns e smnmmmns s ied B R B RS T e Ms. Dianne L. Leonard
MEDLEY @F MUBLC.... oo i e Mrs. Carolyn S. Brown
MEDITATION HYMN s, Reverend L. T. Baker

Hymn No. 450— “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine”
THE BEULOGY ...ocoiiiimiiiiesiininsiass e srsssvenriniass Bis]]op John Hurst Adams
Senior Bisllop. Afrr'r:an Methodist Episcopal’ Church
Presr‘d'ing Bl’slwp aj( the Scventh Epl‘socpa." District

“THE LORD'S PRAYER" (Chanted)

THE CELEBRATION ... Reverend James Glisson
Hymn No. 551— “When We All Get To Heaven”

THE RECESSIONAL— “Flec As A Bird"
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To My Hushand With Toge
For So Many Reasons

By s}zaring my dreams
you made so many o][ them

come true . . .

By s/fzaring my prob/ems,
you lzelpea] me
to face them with conﬁdence v &

By s/ftaring my /1'](9,
you made it
so much richer and more meaning][u;
than I could ever have made it

on my owmn . . .

By slzaring my Jove,
you ff/]ecf my heart with ]fzappiness "

Thank you )(or Z)er'ng

t]’zat one Specia] man
m my /Jj[e——

my ;zuslvana], my ][rienal, my Jove.

Your loving wife ,

S aral'l




RQuiet Jlace

I Zaegin and end each c]ay with God

What p/easure it does Lring.
My heart is ﬁ]]ec{ with lzappiness

Lord, I have everyt]’u'ng.

[ love the quiet peace o][ prdyer
God gives me tkrouglz the a]ay,
And in everytkirzg [ do

[ want this peace to stay.

God is peace and love and kope,

]][ee/ these everywlzere.
I walk with God's hand in mine,

AHCJ never L’now a care.

— Isabel Smith
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- Serfiice of Committal

Reverend R. L. McCants, Reverend M. W, Singlcion,
Reverend G. T. Dc]vin,
Reverend W. J. Baxter, Reverend Charles Singleton,
Reverend Dr. Charles I5. Young,
Reverend Dr. William Swinton, Jr., Reverend Samuel Myers

ancl IQC\"CI‘CI’J(I Cl_\'d(.‘ Cm'lwin

Actifie Pallbhearers

Reverend Jerome Wilson
Reverend Samuel Davis
Reverend Clifford Levine
Reverend I_arly Stevens
Reverend Glannie Tisdale
Reverend Franklin Scotl
Reverend ]C!.COl') Smith

Reverencl F]‘Iﬂ l‘lleliﬁ }.: u[m ore

Honorary Pallbearers

The Presiding‘ Elders’ Council

- 1 e
Actifie Floral Bearers
Usl‘lers 0; Greater St. Luke AM.E. C]’mrclj
And
The Palmetto Conference Women's Missionary Sociely

Ana’
The Palmetto Conference Ministers’ Wives and Widows Alliance

Honorary Floral Bearers

Seventh Episcopal District Woman's Missionary Society
And
Seventh Episcopal District Ministers’ Wives and Widows Alliance

Acknomledgements

The j[amfly is most gratefu/ to all its frienais
for the numerous acts o)(l:r’m!ness and prayers
expressea’ a’urhzg its bereavement.
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