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Harriott, Rainbow Printing of Columbia, SC, Ms. Teresa Middleton Desserts,
Trident Technical College Human Resources Department, Mrs. Angela
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To THE STARS THROUGH
PERSEVERANCE

—

COhe Qrder off Service

Reverend Porine Grabor, Presiding

- The Prelude ......ccccoeveiiiiiiiiinnnnnnns Mr. Walter (Chuck) Wilson, Minister of Music
The Processional .......cccooiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeiiieeeeeeeeeerreri e Ministers and Family
Medley of Spiritual Songs
The Hymn of Praise - No. 448 ......coooviiiiiiiiniiiis “It is Well with My Soul”
The Invocation ........cooiiiiiiiiiiiieiei e, Reverend Brian Williams
Choral REeSPONSE ..uvuuuueeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e e e e e ettt e e e e eeeans “Bless the Lord”
The Anthem - No. 492......ccccoeiiiiinnnen. “There’s a Land that is Fairer Than Day”

The Scriptures
0Old Testament....... Psalm 46:1-3,10.................. Reverend William Wrighten
Epistle....coouveeninn.n. 1 Peter 1:3-9 cceiiiiiiiiiiiine, Reverend Julius Barnes
Gospel.....covviiiiinnnnn. John 14:1-T .ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiieecne, Reverend Ida Mitchell
The Medley of HYMNS ...cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeieeeeicie e, Mr. Tony Burke
Reflections
ChUFCh .o Mr. Henry Griffin, Steward Pro-Tem
Family....coooeeeeeeeeeeiieeeieeeieeecee Mrs. DeVetta Williams Hughes, Daughter
S.C. HouSe ..cvvveeerrrnnnnens The Honorable Joseph H. Jefferson, Jr., District 102
S.C. Senate ......cccccuuuen The Honorable John Matthews, Asst. Minority Leader
Town of St. Stephen ..o The Honorable John Rivers, Mayor
Resolutions -
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. ......ccccceeeennen Bro. Elijah McCants, President

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. ... The Honorable Patricia Moore Henegan
South Atlantic Region

Allen AME Church........ccoooviiiieeieeeeiieeniieeesessnsesseesene Ms. Betty Morrison

- Acknowledgement of Civic Leaders ........couereervermereessesenuenn Ms. Kimberly Greene
Eulogistic HYmmn ... “I've Got a New Name”
Eulogy...cccoovvviainnnnns Reverend Kelly Spann, Pastor, St. Paul AMEC, Sampit, SC
The Lord’s Prayer ... Mrs. D'Jarius Whipper Lewis
Acknowledgements on behalf of the Family................. Mrs. Victoria Montgomery
ReCoSSIONAL....occrseseereerseseesaeastssesssessessssssssssssnssssssessassasasssassnsarsasasasssnns “Going Home”

Committal e Prayer e Benediction




~ DeWitt's SJourney ~

“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change;
courage to change the things I can;
and wisdom to know the difference”

Ohe SHonorable DeWliss Williams, 96, slipped the slurry bonds of earth and

reached out to touch the face of God on Wednesday, January 27, 2016, at his home.
A native of St. Stephen, South Carolina, he was born the eldest son of the late

Reverend Willie D. and Gertrude Croker Williams on October 12, 1919. Those close
to him affectionately called him “Sonny”.

Being a preacher’s son, he affiliated himself with the African Methodist Episcopal
(AME) Church at an early age and was a lifelong member of Allen AME Church in
St. Stephen. During his tenure at Allen AME Church, he served as Steward Board
Chairman, Trustee Chairman, Class Leader, Sunday School Superintendent,

Kingstree District Sunday School Superintendent, Layman and Sunday School
Teacher. T35

He was a member of the Iota Béfé} Bqta Chépte,r."'of’ vOmega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
and Jefferson-Grant Lodge No. 315; Prince Hall Free and Accepted Masons.

| %/13 éducﬂtor
Delitr Williams graduated from St Stephen Colored High School in 1941. He

was a 1950 graduate of Allen Umvers1ty where he received a Bachelor of Science
degree and a 1960 graduate of South C Stat ;

Q0 ‘ arolina State University where he received a
Master of Arts degree. He received an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from the
College of Charleston. === ' /

Dr. Williams Worl«?ed in the field of education for over 30 years. He was 4 classroom
teacher and principal at Bonneau Elementary School and retired as Principal of St.

Stephen Elementary School. He was also a former member of the Board of Trustees

at Allen University and the College of Charleston. H - o ias
. e wa on
to educate and mentor young people. s dedicated to his miss

He was a World War IT Army veteran and serv ‘ -
ed h -
darkest hours. 18 country during some of its

Ohe Solitician
éemzwr Williams was a distinguished statesman in South Carolina and proud
member of the ‘South Carohna Legislative Black Caucus, He started his public
service as the first African American membey of the St. Stephen Town Council

He was elected to the South Carolina House of Representatives as a member of the
Democratic Party representing House District 102 from 1933 to'15.396. In '198’?’,,‘31
bridge not far from his childhood home was named the “DeWitt Williams Bridge” in
his honor. He was elected to the South Carolina Senate as a member of the
Democratic Party representing Senate District 37 from 1996 to 1997. In 1997, the
South Carolina House of Representatives passed a bill dedicating a po?mon qf South
Carolina Highway 45 West as “DeWitt Williams Boulevard” as a lasting tribute to
him. Senator Williams received The Order of the Palmetto from Governor James
Hodges in 2000. The South Carolina House of Repl'esentatlyes declared Sunday,
June 26, 2011, as “DeWitt Williams Day” in South Carolina to recognize and
commenél him for his lifetime of dedication as a public. servgnt. In the St. Stephen
community and the state of South Carolina, he left an indelible mark for those who

loved and cherished his wisdom, knowledge and service.

Ghe Susband, Shather, Grandfather and Shamily SPatriarch
PeWitt Williams was the husband of Mrs. Dollie Bradley Williams, formerly f)f
Bishopville, SC, who came to live next doﬁdrfv‘iihenls}le accepted a teaching position in
St. Stephen. To this union, two children were born: DeVetfca Dolett and Winston
DeWitt, who have a special’bond and have al‘ways\ikl\)‘e‘ep dec}mated to thelr parents.
His children, siblings, nieces, nephews apd coq‘s%gsi > rehed upon his st.reng‘th,
resources and endurance!- However, most-_precious- to him were his five
grandchildren with whom he was enthralled and enjoyed ;mmensely.

He leaves to cherish many"_gr_atefql'féﬁd'_loving memories: his wife of 54 years, Mrs.
Dollie Bradley Williams of ‘the home; daughter’.'Mrs’;: DeVgtta Do}ett (Rgndall)
Williams Hughes of Summerville; SG; son, My. Winston DeWitt (Melissa) Williams
of St. Stephen, SC; five grandchildren: Lindsay VMarle"Wlllla}mS and Winston DeWitt
Williams, 1T of St. Stephen, SC, Mitchell Henry Hughes, Brian Leonard Hughes and
Andrew Lewis Hughes all of Summerville, SC; one brother, Mr. George Williams of
Columbia, SC; four sisters: Mrs. Veronica D§V1S of Waterbury, CT, Mrs. Edna
Boothe of Freeport, NY, Mrs. Madelyn Hendricks of Plano, TX and Ms. Shirley
Starks of Sarasota, FL; two sisters-in-law, Ms. Per?o Coleman of Rahwgy, NJ ax_1d
Mrs. Barbara Bradley of Bishopville, SC; godchl.ld, Reverend _Sterhng DeWitt
McClennon; a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, legislators and friends throughout

the United States who mourn his loss.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his first wife, I\.Iet’gie Williams; and
siblings: Earl, Wendell, Marvin, Margaret, Mildred, Genievieve, Altrea and

Barbara.

Special thanks to Mr. Walter Hill, friend and fraternity brother; Mr. Willie
Gourdine, his driver; and Ms. Ernestine McKnight.

We grieve much but understand the will of our Lord. He 1s gone from our sight but
never from our hearts.




“Ohe House by the SSide off the SRoad

by Sam Walter Shoss (1858-1911)

There are hermit

souls that live withdrawn

In the peace of their self-content;

There are souls, like stars, that dwell apart,
In a fellowless firmament;

There are pioneer souls that blaze their paths
Where highways never ran:-

But let me live by the side of the road

And be a friend to man.

.~ Let me live in a house
by the side of the road,

- Where the race of men go by-

The men who are good and the men who are bad
As good and as bad as .

[ would not sit in the scorner’s seat,

Or hurl the cynic’s ban;-

Let me live in a house by the side of the road
And be a friend to man.

b

I see from my house

by the side of the road,

By the side of the highway of life,

The men who press with the ardor of hope,

The men who are faint with the strife.

But I turn not away from their smiles not their tears-
Both parts of an infinite plan;-

Let me live in my house by the side of the road
And be a friend to man.

[ know there are brook-gladdened

meadows ahead

And mountains of wearisome height;

That the road passes on through the long afternoon
And stretches away to the night.

But still I rejoice when the travelers rejoice,

And weep with the strangers that moan,

Nor live in my house by the side of the road

Like a man who dwells alone.

Let me live in my
house by the side of the road
Where the race of men go by-

They are good, they are bad, they are weak, they are strong,

Wise, foolish— so am .

Then why should I sit in the scorner’s seat

Or hurl the cynic’s ban?- |

Let me live in my house by the side of the road

And be a friend to man.




